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briBEry^Sj&^onflict of interest 


| | , Federal State Supervisor, 

Consumer Marketing Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Grading Branch, Poultry Division , 2915 Sout h Pine Str eet, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, telephone I l extension I L 

came to the Little Rock Office 1/21/68 and advised he had 
received a confidential tip that the subject* AUDREY V. 
SPENCER, had been receiving $200 per month from 1965 to 
1967 from the Tyson Poultry Company, Springdale, Arkansas. 
Subject ARTLE SPENCER is a poultry products grader (employee 
of U. S. Department of Agriculture) stationed at Tyson 
Poultry Company in Springdale. 


[ 


] stated when he received this information 


he reported it to his supervisor who advised that it should 
be reported to the FBI. He stated that employees in the 
grading Branch are not permitted to accept any g'ift from 
a company where they are stationed or even to buy the 
company's product directly from the company. He stated 
that there are Department rules that prohibit graders’ 
spouse working for the company where he is employed. 

Exceptions are made in some cases where permission is requested 
for a spouse to be so eimalaved if the personnel department 
determines that the. work/t3U^ done by the spouse has 
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1 - USA, Fort Smith, 
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b6 

ARTLE B. SPENCER; b7c 

AUDREY V. SPENCER- 
DON. TYSON- 


Character: 


BRIBERY.; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


Synopsis:- 


[ 


], Federal State Supervisor, Consumer 


Marketing Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Grading Branch, Poultry Divisidn,.Little Rock, Ark., 
advised ARTLE SPENCER, is poultry grader under NACC 
and since February-, -1945, an employee of the Department 
of Agriculture. Stated '8/3/64 SPENCER requested re- 
classification from Supervisor GS-9* to NACC poultry 
^produce grader with salary cut of $2640 and on his 
•reque st assig ned to Tyson Poultry- Co.,, Springdale, 

Ark; I [ stated shortly thereafter SPENCER told, 

him of Mrs. SPENCER selling painting to Tyson Poultry 
Co., Springdale, and I I claims admonished him and 

told him to not let her sell anymore paintings without 
first obtaining permission. Internal Re venue Se rvice 
Investigator, Little Rock, Ark., advised I I that 

Mrs. SPENCER had been receiving $200 a month during 
1965 through 1967. Data Processing, Tyson Poultry 
Co. , Springdale, failed to reveai Mrs. SPENCER employed. 

Tyson Food, Inc., Springdale, 


advised -AUDREY V. SPENCER since 11/7/64 has received 
$200 consulting fee from the company. Stated agreement 
entered into by Mrs. SPENCER and; DON TYSON and he is 
not aware of her services. ARTLE B. SPENCER stated" 
actual inspection. of chickens is- done by a veterinarian 
and he grades chickens arid weighs them. Claims he 
recommended his wife to DON TYSON when TYSON indicated 
needed an artist., Adyised his wife entered, .into an 
agreement with TYSON 1 , assists with blending of colors? 
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advertising in magazines, does art work, and acts 
as consultant. Claims does not effect his work, no 
pressure involved; does not feel he is indebted to 
Tyson Food; Inc.; and of opinion pe nnission for her 
to work not necessary. Stated told l ~1 Little 

Rock, of the employment, and alleges I I never told 

him that she should quit her job. Does not desire she 
be interviewed at this time due to illness. Her doctor, 
Springdale, not available for interview due to sickness. 
DON TYSON, Springdale, to date, not available for 
interview as out of town. USA, Fort Smith, Ark., kept 
apprised of developments and cfes ires interviews of persons 
involved before rendering, opinion. 

- P - 

DETAILS : 


Consumer Marketing Service, U. S'. Department of Agriculture, 
Grading Branch, Poultry Division . 2015 Sout h Pine Str eet. 

Little Rock, Arkansas, telephone ] j extension I I, 

came to the Little Rock Office on January 21, 1968, and 
advised he had received a confidential tip that the subject, 
AUDREY V. SPENCER, had been receiving $200 per month from 1965 
to 1967 from the Tyson Poultry Company, Springdale, 

Arkansas. Subject ARTLE SPENCER is a poultry products 
grader (employee of U. S. Department of Agriculture) 
stationed at Tyson Poultry Company in Springdale. 

I 1 stated when he received this information 

he reported it to his supervisor who hdvised that it should 
be reported to the FBI. He stated that employees in the 
Grading Branch are not permitted to accept any gift from 
a company where they are stationed or even to buy the 
company's product directly from the company. He stated 
that there are Department rules that prohibit graders' 
spouse working for the company where he is employed'. 

Exceptions are made in some cases where permission is requested 
for a spouse to be so employed if the personnel department 
determines that the work to be done by the spouse has nothing 
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whatever to do with the grading or inspection services. 

I [ Assistant U. S;. Attorn ey. Fort 

Smith. Arkansas, on January 28. 1969. stated that I 

Consumer Marketing 

Service. U. S . Department of Agriculture. Little Rock, 

Arkansas, has not furnished sufficient facts for him to reach 
an opinion in connection With the matter. He stated he 
desires, before rendering an opinion or a ny investiga tion be 
conducted, that a statement be taken from j~ \ disclosing 

complete facts as to the allegation, date received, complete 
dates of activity, parties haying knowledge, and information 
concerning the allegation, and source from which I I 

obtained the information. 
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Dofe 


1/30/69 


Consumer Marketing Service, U. ; S. Department of Agriculture,. 
Grading Branch, Poultry Division., Little Rock, (hereinafter 
called C&MS), was interviewed for clarification of infor- ; b6 
nation he furnished January 21, 1969, to the effect that he * b?c 
had received a tip that Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER was receiving 
money from Tyson Poultry Company, Springdale, Arkansas, where 
her husband, ARTLE SPENCER, was employed as a- grader by C&MS. 

I I stated that ARTLE SPENCER is a poultry 

grader under NACC, which is a joint Federal .and* state grading 
service. His salary is paid by the Federal Government. 

ARTLE SPENCER was born on June 12, 1908. He began working 
for the U. S. Department of Agriculture in. February 1945, 
and advanced to Grade GS-9 ! with the title Supervisor, 

Agriculture Commodity Grader (Poultry) . In 1964, the 
, Department needed to reduce the number of employees in this 
grade in Arkansas from four to three. They wanted SPENCER 
to travel between various poultry plants in this job. He 
did not want to travel and requested permanent assignment at 
one plant. On August 3, 1964, ha was re-classified from the 
above GS-9 position at $8,640.00 per year to "NACC Agt Pltry 
Prod Grdr" at $6,000.00 per annum and assigned to Tyson 
Poultry Company, Springdale, Arkansas. 

i 1 ... :b6 

| | advised that Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER, b7c 

sometimes known as VERNICE SPENCER, is an artist and that 
shortly after they moved to Springdale she started studying 
art at the University of Arkansas at Faye tteville . It was 
not long after that that Mr. SPENCER told I I his. 

SPENCER * s, wife had sold a painting to Tyson Poultry Company. 

1 admonished SPENCER for this and told him not to let 
her sell any more paintings to the company unless he first 
obtained permission from the personnel section ^of C&MS. He 
stated that the graders and inspectors know that they and 
their wives cannot have business dealings with the company 
where the employee is stationed and, also, that the wives 
cannot be employed by the company where the grader is 
stationed without first obtaining permission. He stated 
that requests for such permission are sent to his office 
and then to the Personnel Division in Chicago, where permission “ 
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can be obtained if the wife is employed in a position 
where t here, would be no chance 'for conflict of interests. be 
[ stated he has received no such request from SPENCER 
or his wife;. * ■ * 

He stated that personnel records and regulations 
and any information concerning employees may be obta ined 
from l l 536 

South Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

With regard to the information tha t Mrs. S PENCER 
had received money from Tyson Poultry Plant, | 1 stated 

that he was recently interviewed by an, investigator from 
the Internal Revenue Service who was checking C&MS files 
concerning Mr. and Mrs. ARTLE SPENCER in connection with 
an investigati on of th eir income tax returns for 1965* 
through 1967. | [ stated that the investigator made 

the remark that the returns seemed to be unusual and that 
Tyson Poultry Company had paid Mrs. SPE NCER $200.00 per 
month during the above period. I [ stated he told the 

IRS agent that to the best of his knowledge, Mrs. SPENCER 
was not employed by Tyson. He has since learned that the 
personnel division in Chicago has no record of her being 
employed by Tyson. 

I 1 reported the above incident to a supervisor, 

who referred him to C&MS instructions, number 366-1, Section 
VII, subsection 4, which states, "Exclusive Jurisdiction 
over Investigation of Cases of Alleged or Suspected Bribery 
in Federal Service. This is vested, in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Report to nearest office of FBI." I I 

stated he made this report to the FBI without conducting any 
investigation as any investigation he made might, interfere 
with the FBI’s work. He stated he has *no direct knowledge 
of this case to which he could testify and sees no reason 
for putting this information in a signed statement^ 

I 1 stated he had no physical description of 

ARTLE SPENCER except his birthdate, given above, as- June 12* 
1908, and the fact that in 1966 SPENCER was off for a con- 
siderable time when he had cancer that required the removal 
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of a shoulder blade.. This caused a severe physical 
handicap and he had to get special permission to return 
to his job. 
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l Assistant U. S. Attorney;, 

Fort Smith, Arkansas, on February 6, 1969, requested he be 
furnished with the results of a check of the employment records 
of Tysons Foods,. Incorporated, Springdale, Arkansas, relative 
to the employment of Mrs. SPENCER; an interview with ARTLE 
B.* SPENCER, Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER,, and DON TYSON, before 
he can determine whether there has been a violation of a ' 
Federal statute. 


7 
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2/13/69 


Tyson Poultry company/ Springdale, Arkansas, advised 
his records failed, to reveal that Mrs. ARTLE SPENCER, 
AUDREY V. SPENCER or VERNICE SPENCER has ever been an 
employee of the Tyson Poultry Company at Springdale. 

I I informed that inquiries should 

be made p£| 

of Tyson, Food, inc. at Springdale. Arkansas. to~~5etermine 
if l T has any record of any disbursements made to 

these individuals. » 
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of 

Tyson Fodd, Inc., Springdale# Arkansas, advised when asked 
if AUDREY V. SPENCER was on the payroll of Tyson Food,, Inc. 
that he was hot surprised of an inquiry being made inasmuch 
as the Tyson Food, Inc, had charged off as expenses the 
money paid to AUDREY V. SPENCER and the Internal Revenue 
Department had questioned this being a deductible item. 

He indicated an opinion had not been made by the Internal 
Revenue Department, but that he had furnished the Revenue 
Department copies of checks reflecting the payments made 
to AUDREY V. SPENCER during the period from November 7, 
1964, thrOugh August 31, 1967, which was the period 
questioned by the Internal Revenue Department. 

I I stated that AUDREY V. SPENCER of 

809 Hinshaw, Springdale, Arkansas, has been paid $200.00 
a month by Tyson Food, Inc. as a consulting fee and that 
the agreement to pay her this amount was entered into by 
DON TYSON, Manager of Tyson Food, Inc. and Mrs. SPENCER 
and he is not aware of the type of consulting work Mrs. 
SPENCER is furnishing. 

I I stated he is aware that AUDREY V. 

SPENCER is the wife of ARTLE SPENCER, who is a poultry 
products grader and an employee of the U. S,. Department 
of Agriculture. 

He stated Mr. SPENCER is hot receiving any form 
of pay from Tyson Food, Inc. and the payments made to Mrs. 
SPENCER are coming out of what is known as the General 
Disbursement Fund of the company. 

I I furnished copies of checks payable 

to AUDREY V. SPENCER, 809 Hinshaw Street, Springdale, 
Arkansas., for the period from November 7,. 1964, through 
August 31, 1967, with the exception of one check issued 
in May 1966, which he indicated was not available. 

According to I l AUDREY V. SPENCER is 

still receiving $200.00 a month from the Tyson Food, Inc. 
at Sprincrdale," Arkansas 
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ARTLE B. SPENCER was interviewed at the Tyson 
Processing Plant, Springdale*, Arkansas, in the presence 
of ; SA JOHN H. LUPTO.N. * 


Preyious to the interview, ARTLE B. SPENCER 
Was warned of his rights and he waived them as shown on 
an executed warning and waiver form. Mr. SPENCER was 
placed under oath and he voluntarily furnished the fol- 
lowing informations 

He has been working for the IT. S, Department 
of Agriculture since* February 1945, and in November 1961*, 
came to Springdale, Arkansas, as a Circuit Supervisor' apd 
as it was necessary for him to be on the road, in June 
1963, he requested that he be taken, -Off Of the job of 
Circuit Supervisor and assigned to a plant. In accordance. 

With his request, in .August 1964, he was assigned to the 
Tyson Processing Plant at Springdale, Arkansas, as a 
poultry grader which meant a cat in salary of well over 
$1,000.00, but inasmuch as it would be possible for him 
to obtain some, overtime in, this position, he felt that he 
had rather be assigned to the plant than be on the, „road 
continuously as he had been for the past fourteen years. 

His salary is entirely paid by the II. S. 

Department of Agriculture and at the present time he is 
making approximately $8/700.00 a year. b6 

- . b7C 

Under his supervision he has five girls worki ng 
for him, al | 

I .... I who actually do the 

grading under his supervision. He stated they chedk the 
chickens to determine if there are any broken bones, or 
wings, chedk the breast to determine the fleshing of the 
breast# amount of tallow under the skin and then place 
the chickens in the grade, to which they belong. The birds 
who meet the proper specifications as to a Grade A ratingr 
are placed in a bag marked Grade A and so certified and 
the other grades are packed under the company name of 
Tyson. The five girls working tinder his supervision are 
employees of Tyson arid he checks their work and weighs the 
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bags and so forth to determine that there has been a 
proper certification of the chickens. 

Before the' - chickens are graded, a veterinarian 
is in charge of four' helpers who actually -do the inspection 

of the chickens -before they reach his grading.^ department^. 

" * 

According to Mr. SPENCER,, during the latter part 
of 1964 03 c first of 1965; DON TYSON/ owner of Tyson Food, 
Inc., mentioned he heeded someone to do art Work and he 
toid Mr. TYSON thht his wife was an artist. He stated his 
wife is- a graduate of a four-ryear course but of an art 
school at Minneapolis, Minnesota, and in addition has had 
one and bne-half years of work, in the advartced ,jart work 
at the University of Arkansas., 

' ^ He- stated Mr. TYSON came, out tb his tome one day 
and looked over some of the work: His wife 'had done in the ' 
art field and discusshd with, her the possibi-Iity of using 
her ais a consultaht for TysonFood, Inc , in the .art field. 
He stated she went to work for Tyson Food, Inc-, at a salary 
of- $200.00, a month and: all of her work for Tyson Food; Inc. 
r ' is done at their home in an area he has constructed 'iri. the 
garage at 809 Hinshaw. He stated his. wife advices the- 
Tysbn Food, Inc, in the blending of -colors; advertising in 
magazines, does art work for Tyson Food, Inc, and acts asY 
a consultant oh any art projects considered by Tyson, in- 
cluding ink work , and newspaper layouts. 

The job- was set ,up between s 'his wife and -Mr. TYSON 
and die. .did not in any way participate in setting up the job 
for her. ^ ' 

On. one occasion; he i nformed, he mentioned her 
employment as art consultant -to I ~| 

I l Consumer- Marketing; Service, U> S . Depart- 

ment of Agriculture, Grading Branch, P oultry Divis ion, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and' at the time I L did hot 

indicate to him that he felt she should quit her job. 
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As her job does not in any way have anything to 
do with his own work for Tyson Food, Inc. for the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, he did not feel that it would be 
necessary for him to obtain permission from, the U. S. _ 
Department of Agriculture for her to perform this art. 
work for Tyson Food-, Inc. 


Since She took the job, it has not in any way- 
affected his work* he has hot been under any pressure and 
he does not feel he owes any indebtedness to Tyson Food, 
Inc. for employing his wife as an art consultant. 


Mr. SPENCER stated -he does not know whether the 
TySon Food, Inc. has an art division ; in the company and to, 
his knowledge all of the consulting work with Mrs. SPENCER 
is done by Mr~ DON TYSON. - „ 


Mr.. SPENCER was advised that it would be necessary 
to interview Mrs. AUDREY: V. SPENCER and he stated that he 
requests that- his wife not be interviewed at the present 
time as she: has -had the Asian flu' and had a relapse, was in . 
the hospital for a period of seven days and then allowed by 
her doctor to go home and then had, to return to the hospital 
where she spent twenty-six days, being released on December 20, 
1968. He stated she is not. able fed he up but for only' a short 
.time from her bed and that, he feels any interview of her at 
this time would -upset her and possibly place her back in the 
hospital. He stated she has lost seventeen pounds and as she 
only weighs 97 pounds at the present time and not in very good 
.health, he would appreciate the interview being h eld off unt il 
she is in better health . He stated her ’doctor is | I 

l Arkansas. 


ARTLE B. SPENCER is described as follows: 


Age 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 


60 

June 12, 1908 
Tecumseh, Oklahoma 
5 , 10 *' 

168 pounds 

Hazel 

Gray 
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Complexion 
Build • 
Education 


Armed Services 
Record 

Scars, and Marks 


Relatives 


be 
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Pair 

Slender - . 

Degree in Agriculture, 
Central- State,- Edmund; 
Oklahoma 


None # - . 

Has had: shoulder blade 

removed- from right shoulder;, 
brown. : bir.th mark on right 


s ide, of neck 

AUDREY VEENICE SPENCER* wife, 
aged 59, 809 Hinshaw, 
Springdale. Arkansas 

U aged 


Texas 
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On February 11, 1969? February 17, 1969 , and 
February ,2l, 1969, an att empt was made to contact I ~l 

at his office on | L Arkansas, 


to determine when Mrs. AUDR EY V. SPENCER wo uld be physically 
able to be interviewed ,, and I I office girl 


informed [ 

interview. 


has. been sick, and hot available for 


On February 11, 1969? February 17, 1969 , ; and 
February 21, 1969, efforts were made to locate DON TYSON, 
Tyson Food Incorporated, Springdale, Arkansas; for interview 
and’ his office, on each occasion , advised Mr. T YSON was out 
of town, and he would contact Sa T l upon his 

return.- 
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SAC, Little Rock (58-95) 

REOS 

Director, FBI (58-6881) 


ARTLE B. SPENCER;- 
ET AL. 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT 
OF INTEREST 
00: LITTLE ROCK 



i 


March 4, 1969 


1 - 

1 - 

1 - FOF 




Rerep SA 


dated 2/25/69 at Little Rock. 


Title of rerep failed to set forth job descriptive 
data of subject Artie B. Spencer, an employee for the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture as required in FBI Handbook, Part I, 
page 42a i Insure the titles in future correspondence contain 
the required data. Score nonsubstantive error. 


The Bureau also desires that Little Rock immediately , 
submit a brief LHH on subject Artie B. Spencer, including his 
job descriptive data in the title of the LHM and cover communi- 
cation. The details of the LHH should briefly set forth the 
allegation against this subject, opinion of the USA and the * 
action being taken by the FBI. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

y 

LITTLE ROCK 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

LITTLE ROCK 

DATE 

2/25/69 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD ’ b6 

b7C 

1/21-2/21/69 

TITLE OF CASE " V J 

CHANGED A / / 

ARTLE B. SPENCERjV^ 
AUDREY V . ^ PENpER , \aka . „ 
Mrs. Artie ,B.$Spe ncer, 
VerniceC^pencer ; 
DONC^PYSONNv / 

REPORT MADE BY 

SA 

TYPED BY 

raj 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• * A 


Title marked changed to reflect additional aliases^ Jo 
of AUDREY V. SPENCER and add DON TYSON as a subject. 

REFERENCE i 




Little Rock airtel to Bureau dated 1/21/69. 

-P - 

ADMINIS TRAT IVE : 
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An extra copy of this report is being furnished to j 

the Bureau as the Bureau may desire to make a copy’ of this report / , 
available to the u. S. Department of Agri culture, Consumer an d / / 
Marketing. Services, Washington, D. C., as I l 

Employee Relations Specialist, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


:onvic. ao to 



pines 


none 


SAVINGS 


RECOVERIES 


ACQUIT- 

TALS 


CASE HAS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR C3 YES l~~XNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS (~~|YES XJIno 
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Chicago, Illinois, has inquired concerning this 
case at the request of his office in Washington, D. C. 

' b6 

LEADS : b7c 

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION ~ 

AT SPRINGDALE. ARKANSAS 

^Will continue efforts to interview I 1 

r i to determine when Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER is 

physically able to be interviewed in. this matter. 

Will interview DON TYSON concerning the employment 
of Mrs. SPENCER and work she performs as a consultant. 

AT FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS 

Will keep the U. S. Attorney advised of the 
developments in this case so opinion can be obtained from 
him as to whether a Federal violation is involved. 




B* 

COVER PAGE 







OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MA^ 1062 EDITION 

CSA FFMR (41 CFR> 101-11.* 


'RNMENT 


UNITED STATES G <Qi 

Memorandum 


to : 

DIRECTOR, 

FBI (58 

-6881) 

FROM : 

sdtA LITTLE ROCK,. 

95) 


I 

"CHANGED^ 

5^ 

3 > 

subject: 

ARTLE B<L-i 

SPENCER 

** 




NACC Poultry Grader , * 

C onsu mer Marketing Services , 
Poultry Division^’ UT“S7~ 
Department of’Agiriculture 
Spr i ngda 1 eT "Arlcansa's'; 

AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 
Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, 

Vernice Spencer; 

DON TYSON 
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ARTLE B. SPENCER 
NACC Poultry Grader, 

Consumer Marketing Services, 

Poultry Division, U. S. 

Department of Agriculture, 

Springdale, Arkansas? 

AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 

Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, b6 

Vernice Spencer?- b7c 

DON TYSON 

BRIBERY? CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


Consumer Marketing Services, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Grading Branch, Poultry Division, 2015 South Pine Street, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, on January 21, 1969, and January 30, 
1969, advised that ARTLE B. SPENCER is an NACC poultry produce 
grader, assigned to the Tyson Poultry Company, Springdale, 
Arkansas, and during a recent interview by an investigator 
from the Internal Revenue Service, he had learned that Mrs. 
ARTLE SPENCER has been receiving $200 per month since, 1965 
without obtaining permission fromffiie U. S. Department of 
Agriculture Personnel Division in Chicago. He stated this 
permission is required by employees of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture so there will be no chance for conflict of 
interest. 


I | revealed that Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER is 

an artist, and not long after the SPENCERs moved to Springdale, 
Arkansas, Mr. SPENCER told him that his wife had sold a paint- 
ing to TYSON Poultry Company. I I stated he admonished 

SPENCER for this, and told him to not let her sell any more 
paintings to the company unless he first obtained permission 
from the Personnel Section of C&MS. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is. the property of the FBI a'nd is loaned to 
your agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed out- 
side your agency. 
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ARTLE B. SPENCER 
NACC Poultry Grader, 

Consumer Marketing Services, 

Poultry Division, U. S. 

Department of Agriculture, 

Springdale, Arkansas; _ 

AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 
Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, 

Vernice Spencer; 

DON TYSON 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

| J , Tyson 

Poultry Company, Springdale, Arkansas, on February 6, 1969, 
advised his records fail to reveal that Mrs. ARTLE SPENCER, 
Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER, or VERNICE SPENCER had ever been an 
employee of the Tyson Poultry Company at Springdale. 


of 


I 


Springdale. Arkansas, to determine if I 
record of any disbursements made to these individuals. 


1 that inqui ry should be made 

of Tyso n Food, Inc., 
had any 


| of Tyson 

Fodd, Inc., Springhle, Arkansas, on February 7, 1969, advised 
he was not surprised of an inquiry being made concerning 
AUDREY V. SPENCER, as the Tyson Food, Inc., had charged off 
as expenses, money paid to AUDREY V. SPENCER, and the' Internal 
Revenue Department had questioned this' as being a deductable 
item. 


I I stated that AUDREY V. SPENCER of 809 

Hinshaw, Springdale, Arkansas, has been paid $200 a month by 
Tyson Food, Inc. as a consulting fee and that the agreement 
to pay her this^ amount was entered into by DON TYSON, Manager 
of Tyson Food, Inc. and Mrs. SPENCER, and he is not aware of 
the type of consulting work Mrs. SPENCER is furnishing. 

I I indicated he was aware of Mr. SPENCER's 

employment as a poultry produce grader and an employee of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, and stated Mr. SPENCER is 
not receiving any form of pay from TYSON Food, Inc I He stated 
the payments' to Mrs. SPENCER are coming out of what is known 
as the General Disbursement Fund of the company. 
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artle b. spencer 

NACC Poultry Grader, 

Consumer Marketing Services, 
Poultry Division, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Springdale, Arkansas; 

AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 
Mrs. Artie B. Spencer; 

Vernice Spencer; 

DON TYSON 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


I I advised that AUDREY V. SPENCER has 

been receiving $200 a month from the company in the form 
of a consulting fee since November 7, 1964. 

ARTLE B. SPENCER, on February 10, 1969, furnished 
the following information: 

During the latter part of 1964 or first of 1965, 

DON TYSON, owner of Tyson Food, Inc. mentioned he needed 
someone to do art work, and he told Mr. TYSON that his wife 
was an artist. He stated his wife is a graduate of a four 
year course out of an art school at Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
and in addition has had one and one-half years of work in 
the advanced art work at the University of Arkansas. 

He stated Mr. TYSON came out to his home one day 
and looked over some of the work his wife had done in the 
art field and discussed with her the possibility of using 
her as a consultant for Tyson Food, Inc. in the art field. 

He stated she went to work for Tyson Food, Inc. on a salary 
of $200, and all of her work for Tyson Foo’d, Inc. is done at 
their home in an area he has constructed in the garage at 
809 Hinshaw. He stated his wife advises the Tyson Food, Inc. 
in the blendingccf- colors, advertising in magazines, does 
art work for Tyson Food, Inc.,, and acts as a consultant on 
any art projects considered by Tyson, including ink work and 
newspaper layouts. 

He stated the job was set. up between his wife and 
Mr. TYSON, and he did not in any way-participate in setting 
up the job for her; 


be 

-b7C 
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ARTLE B. SPENCER 
NACC Poultry Grader , 

Consumer Marketing Services, 

Poultry Division, U. S. 

Department of Agriculture, 

Springdale, Arkansas; 

AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 

Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, b6 

Vernice Spencer; b7c 

DON TYSON 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

On one occasion, he i nformed, he mentioned her 
employment as art consultant to I ~1 

| [ Consumber Marketing Services, U. S. 

Department of Agriculture, Grading Bra nch, Poultry Division, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and at the time l 1 did not 

indicate to him that he felt she should quit her job. 

As her job does not, in any way, have anything to 
do with -his own work for Tyson. Food, Inc. for the Department 
of Agriculture, he did not" feel that it. would be necessary 
for him to obtain permission from the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture for her to perform this art work for Tyson Food, 
Inc. 


Since she took the job, he stated, it has not in 
any way affected his work, he has not been under any pressure, 
and he does not feel he is indebted in any way to Tyson Food, 
Inc. for employing his wife as an art consultant. 

Mr. SPENCER stated he does not know whether the 
Tyson Food, Inc. has an art division in the company, and to 
his knowledge, all the consulting work with Mrs. SPENCER is 
done by Mr. DON TYSON. 

Mr. SPENCER was advised that it would be necessary 
to interview Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER, and he stated that he 
requested his wife not be interviewed at the present time, 
as she has had the Asian flu? and had a relapse, was in the, 
hospital for a period of seven days, and then allowed by her 
doctor to go home, and then had to return to the hospital 
where she spent twenty-six days, being released on December 
20, 1968. He stated she is not able to be up but for only a 
short time from her bed, and that he feels any interview of 
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ARTLE B. SPENCER • 

NACC Poultry Grader, 

Consumer Marketing Services, 
Poultry Division, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Springdale, Arkansas; 

AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 
Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, 

Vernice Spencer; 

DON TYSON 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 


her at this time would upset her and possibly place her back 
in the hospital. He stated she has lost seventeen pounds and 
as she only weighs 97 pounds at the present time and not in 
very good health, he would appreciate the interview being 
he ld off until she is in better heal th. He stated her doctor 
is. | | , Arkansas. 


b6 

b7C 


Contact has been maintained' with I ~1 

Assistant United States Attorney, Fort Smith, Arkansas, who 
has asked .that, previous to rendering an opinion as to whether 
there has been any violation of federal' law, he desires that 
Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER be interviewed when she is physically 
able to be interviewed, and that Mr. TYSON also be interviewed 
before he renders any opinion in the matter. 


| [ Arkansas, -for the 

past three weeks has been sick and not available for interview 
to determine whether Mrs. AUDREY V. SPENCER is in physical 
condition, to the extent where an interview would not endanger 
her health, and DON TYSON, manager of Tyson Food, Inc., Springdale, 
Arkansas, has been out of town and unavailable for interview. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

LITTLE ROCK 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

LITTLE ROCK 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOO 


REPORT MADE BY 


LITTLE ROCK | 4/8/69 • 3/8-4/4/69 , 


TITLE OF CASE 
CHANGED? A 
ARTLE B . ^SPENCER, 

NACC Poultry Grader, CHARACTER OF CASE 

Consumer Marketing Services, BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Poultry Division, U. S -■ Department 
of Agriculture, Springdale, Arkansa 
AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 
Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, 


vernxce spencer;"' ~ 

DONALD JOHN^TYSON, aka ' ^ 


DonOTyso: 


> r ' , 

The title of this case is marked changed to reflect the 
full name of DON TYSON as DONALD JOHN- TYSON. 


REFERENCES: Report of SA | | dated 2/25/69 at 

Little Rock. 

Little Rock letter to Bureau dated .3/14/69. 
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b6 

blC 


' Copy to: 


1 t U. S Attorney, 'Fort Smith 


Report of: 
Date:. 


sa[ 


4/8/69 

Field Office Rile #: LR 58—95 

Title: 


ARTLE. B. SPENCER? 
AUDREY V. SPENCER; 
DONALD JOHN 'TYSON 


Office: LITTLE ROCK' 


Bureau Rile-#: 58—6881 


Character: 


BRIBERY; CONFLICT’ OF INTEREST 


Synopsjs': 


DONALD JOHN TYSON, President,. Tyson. & Son*, Inc.., 
Springdale* Ark. ? advises in 1964 company was 
■going into 'the frozen chicken business on 
greater scale and heeded artist to prepare 
designs for containers. States hired, Mrs. 

ARTLE B. SPENCER, wife of U. S. Department of 
Agriculture employee who, was working as grader 
at Tyson Processing Plant, as artist, consultant - 
at $200.00 a month, after viewing 'her work. 

States she prepared designs fof containers,, 
and has been retained as, consultant since 
1964. Advises Tyson .& Son, Inc..*,, did sixty 
million dollars in’ net sales* last year arid 
feels $200.00' a month paid Mrs. SPENCER is 
very little as she. is available on continuing 
basis for artist consultant opinion. Does not, 
believe conflict of interest involved, was riot, 
;pressured into hifing her*, does riot expect any 
favors from her husband, and’ does not have- any 
direct contact with him. Was under the im- 
pression Mr. SPENCER was. to- advise U. S.; , De- 
partment of Agriculture,. Mrs... ARTLE B. SPENCER 
is suffering from- bacterial endocarditis* (damaged 
heart, valve;) and her doctor advises she is. in 
hospital iri serious condition and should not be 
interviewed. USA, Fort. Smith, Ark., of* opinion 
instant case should be, handled as administrative, 
matter by U.< S. Department of Agriculture and 
rio.t a case which could be successfully prose- 
cuted. 




•T 1 C 

DETAILS,: ... . - - . 

This document*contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* it Is the property .of the FBI and Is 'loaned to 
your agency; It^and its contents are^ not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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rw , April 1, 1969 

DONALD JOHN TYSON, President of Tyson & Son, 

Inc., East Emma Street, Springdale ,. Arkansas, was' inter- . 
viewed at his place of business at Springdale in the 
presence of SA JOHN H. LUPTON. 

Prior to the interview^ DONALD JOHN TYSON was 
Warned of his rights, and he waived them as shown on 
ah executed warning and waiver form.,- He voluntarily 
furnished the following information: 

In 1964, Tyson & Con, Inc., at Springdale, 
decided* to go into the frozen chicken business on a 
greater scale and to do so needed special boxes and bags 
to. call attention to their product . ARTLE B. SPENCER, an ‘ 
employee of the U. S.. Department of Agriculture who is : 
now a grader at the Tyson Processing Plant at Springdale, 
mentioned to him that his wife was an artist and possibly 
capable of performing the necessary art work. He went to 
the home of ARTLE B, SPENCER where he contacted Mrs, SPENCER 
and examined some jot her art work. He explained to .her the 
type of material needed and entered into ah oral contract 
with her at the rate of $200.00 a month to prepare the 
needed items and to act as artist consultant for the firm, 
Mrs. SPENCER subsequently did the design work for the Old 
American C Pack, the Petit Jean "B" pack, and the Tyson 
Pxide pack. Too, she was consulted at various times on 
other matters pertaining to packaging and had prepared 
the design used by Tyson & Son on the egg cartons . For 
over a year, he has not had any contact with Mrs. SPENCER, 
and he d oubts if I 

| ~| , has had any contact, with her. However, he has 

continued to pay her the $200.00 a month as an art con- 
sultant as he feels this is a very little; amount to pay 
to, have someone,- available when needed to help with designs,; 
colors, etc. Mr. TYSON informed he has over 2,000 employees, 
the company last year did $60,000,000 net sales, and there 
is $13,000,000 worth, of stock issued by the company, ^ 

His offices, he stated, are; located .on East 
Emma Street in. Springdale, and Mr. ARTLE B. SPENCER, performs 


he 

; “* 2 — ■' b7c “ ' 

0n 3/l7/69 nt . Springdale, Arkansas P ) , a a . LR .58-95. ...... , . 

SAs | | and 

JOHN H, LUPTON- - HLT/gm , . ... ^ pdtadlctqted . 3/25/69 

Tfiis. document, contains neither recommendatlonsnorcbneluslons of the 'FBl.)) is the property.-of the fBl ond Is foaijed.io.'your ogeneyj, 
itond llsconlontsarenollobadtslrlbulad oulsjds ybur agentV. 





LR 58-95 


his work as grader at the Tyson' Processing Plant on 
Highway 7.1 north at Springdale, and he does no.t have 
any .direct -contact, with Mr. SPENCER. When he entered 
into the agreement with Mrs. SPENCER, he did not feel 
there was any conflict of interest in her work and that 
*of her husband. Too, he' did not feel Mr. SPENCER owed „ 
him any’ favors for hiring bis. wife, nor did he hire ^ 
her under any pressure from* Mr.’ SPENCER or anyone else.. - 
She was hired as an art. consultant -as her services were 
needed. Mr. TYSON informed he Watf under the impression 
- when Mrs. SPENCER was hired, that Mr. SPENCER was 
advising the U. S. Department of Agriculture of his 
wife * s employment, and when he- hired - her did not anti- 
cipate any problems. 

* 

- * _ ... - 

a The following is the description of DONALD JOHN 
TYSON.: • 


jp 


Name 

Age 

Date of birth 

Height 

Weight 

s Eyes 

Hair 

Build 

Complexion 

Scars 

.Marital status 


DONALD JOHN TYSON 
38 

4/21/30, Olathe, Kansas 
S’S" ' ' * " - 

165 

Blue ‘ * 

Dark brown 

Stocky 

Fair 

None , _ _ 

Married — two children. 
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|, Arkansas, who has been ill and not available 
tor contact, on March 11, 1969, advised Mrs'. ARTLE B. 
SPENCER is his patient and for over three weeks .had 
been in the Memorial Hospital in Springdale. He stated' 
she had bacterial endocarditis, which is a damaged heart, 
valve, and he; does not at this time feel- she should,, be 
interviewed as it might .aggravate her heart condition 
and he sugge sted he be rec ontacted in about three. weeks. 
According to | \ before any interview of Mrs. 

SPENCER is conducted, he should be consulted. 

On April 4, 1969, |~ | was recontacted. 

Hq stated Mrs. SPENCER's condition is extremely serious, 
and if she. lives, it is doubtful if pny interview of her 
on ,any matter which might in some way excite her should 
be conducted as it -might, prove fatal. 

On April 4‘, 1969, 1 

Assistant U. S. Attorney, fort Smith, Arkansas, was 
furnished with the results pf the interview of DONALD" . 
JOHN TYSON, -Springdale, Arkansas# th e present physi cal 
condition of Mrs". ARTLE B. SPENCER; I ~1 

advised he is. of the opinion t-his; matter does, hot need 
further investigative attention, that successful 
Federal prosecution, for bribery -or ’.conflict, of interest 
would be impossible, and it appears it is a matter which 
•should be handled administratively by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 
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Memorandum 


: Director, FBI (58-6881) 


ittle Rock (58-95) (C) 


SUBJECT: artle b. ''spencer, 

NACC Poultry Grader, 

Consumer Marketing Services, 

Poultry Division, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Springdale, Arkansas? 
AUDREY V. SPENCER, aka 
Mrs. Artie B. Spencer, 

Vernice Spencer; 

DONALD JOHN TYSON, aka 
Don Tyson 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
00: LR 
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date: April 24, 1969 
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ReBulet, 4/17/69, and rerep SA I I 

dated 4/8/69 at Little Rock. 

Enclosed for Bureau are four copies of amended 
FD 204 for rerep which show in Line 24 of synopsis the 
word "doctor" is substituted for the word "daughter . " 

U. S. Attorney, Fort Smith, advised of , 

correction to be made and Little Rock copy corrected. 


I 
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SAC, Little Rock (58-95) 


April 17, 1969 


Director, FBI (58-6881) 

ARTLE B. SPENCER, ETC.; 

ET AL. 

BRIBERY; CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
00: LITTLE ROCK 
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Rerep SA[ 


dated 4/8/69 at Little Rock. 


Rerep is not being disseminated pending receipt 
from Little Rock of appropriate amended pages, it being 
noted details of rerep failed to backup information in 
synopsis that Mrs. Artie B. Spencer's daughter advised of 
certain information concerning Mrs. Spencer's serious 
physical condition. The details indicate this information 
was obtained from l L 

Score nonsubstantive errors to responsible 
personnel and promptly submit appropriate^ amended pages. 
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